
ACA D E M Y  O F  A R T  U N I V E RS I T Y

Portfolio 2018-2023
Amy Velez, B Arch

SC H OO L  O F  A RC H I T E C T U R E
ACA D E M Y  O F  A R T  U N I V E RS I T Y



Table of Contents0101 0202 0303 0404
01

Thesis - Defining the New Datum

02
Multi-Story Residential 

03
Affordable Housing

04
Professional Work / Competition



Statement

As Miami challenges climate change, such as destruc-

tive hurricanes and rising sea levels during regular 

storm surges. However, amidst these challenges lies 

a unique opportunity to establish an urban beacon—a 

secure haven easily accessible during catastrophic 

events. Such a structure could play a pivotal role in 

supporting the affected East Little Havana neighbor-

hood. To maximize resilience, strategic techniques is 

utilized for existing emergency access ways, elevated 

pathways and buildings, and flood management during 

storm surge events would be essential components of 

this approach to climate-induced crises.

Defining the New 
Datum:  Protecting 
East Little Havana 
from Sea Level Rise 
Cultural Relief Center
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A M Y  V E L E Z ,  B .  A RC H CO N C E P T  T O  R E A L I T Y D E F I N I N G  T H E  N E W  DAT U M

Course

Studio 10 : ARH 550 Thesis

Instructor

Philip Ra, Ricardo Solar, Ethen Wood

Site

Miami, FL

Year

Fall 2023

Software

Rhino3D, Revit, Photoshop, Enscape, Lumion, 

AutoCAD
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LEGEND
01
Hurricane Diagram [psd.]
02
Storage Arrangement Floor Plan [rvt.]
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01
Concept Sketches
02
Building Concept Protocol [3dm.]
03
Emergency Entrance Visual [dwg.]
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LEGEND
01
Shelter In Place Floor Plan [rvt.]
02
Building Concept Protocol [3dm.]
03
Site At Risk Diagram [psd.]
04
Precedent Analysis [psd.]
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EMERGENCY
STORAGE

EMERGENCY ROUTE

51PROGRESS WORK 

Amy Velez | 04837667ARH 550     FALL- 2023

ARH 550: 

Grasshopper practice
Section cut form progress

LEGEND
01
Grasshopper Plugin [dwg.]
02
Exploded Axonometric [rvt.]
02
Wall Section Detail [rvt.]



Multi Story
Residential 
Farmer’s Housing

3

A M Y  V E L E Z ,  B .  A RC H

02
CO N C E P T  T O  R E A L I T Y U R B A N  ROO T S

01_02_03_04

Course

Studio 8 : ARH 410 Housing & Integrated Design

Instructor

Paul Adamson

Site

San Francisco, CA

Semester

Fall 2022

Collaboration

Amy Velez, Drishti Bajla, Payam Shafajoo

Software

Rhino3D, Revit, Lumion, Photoshop, Illustrator

Statement

‘Urban roots’ addresses food security issues in the 

Oakland Downtown community, focusing on farmers 

and overall community. The design incorporates con-

siderations for the local climate, specifying the types 

and sizes of plants suitable for the area. This project 

provides affordable housing for these users to experi-

ence farming needs, a healthier lifestyle, and supports 

community needs for lack of food security. 
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LEGEND
01
Sectional Perspective [rvt.]
02
Climate Sun Diagram [psd.]
03
Building Concept Protocol [3dm.]
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ARH 441 OL1     FALL- 2022

Building Envelope

LEGEND
01
Floor Plan [rvt.]
02
Unit Layouts [3dm.]
03
Living Space [3dm.]
04
Residential Farm [3dm.]
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01
Electrical Floor Plan [dwg,]
02
Elevation [rvt.]
03
Sectional Perspective [3dm.]
04
Concept Sketch
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01
Wall Section Closeup Detail [dwg.]
02
Wall Section Hand Model [ Model - Making]
03
Wall Section Detail [dwg.]



Multi Story
Affordable Housing

A M Y  V E L E Z ,  B .  A RC H

03
CO N C E P T  T O  R E A L I T Y A  WA R M  D E L I CAC Y

01_02_03_04

Statement
This project adeptly embodies the essence of 
“Warmth” through its inviting ambiance, fostering 
serenity and calmness within the spaces. Specif-
ically tailored for single mothers and children, it 
aims to create a nurturing and secure environ-
ment amidst sensitive traumas. Delicate textures 
are employed to enhance both aesthetics and 
emotional well-being, seamlessly transitioning 
within the interiors to establish an intimate at-
mosphere. Furthermore, the inclusion of a wood 
canopy not only adds visual appeal but also con-
tributes to the comforting qualities of the archi-
tecture, emphasizing its dual role of beauty and 
psychological support.

Course

Studio 7 : ARH 

Instructor

Karen Seong

Site

San Francisco, CA

Semester

Spring 2022

Software

Rhino3D, Revit, Lumion, Photoshop, Illustrator
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LEGEND
01
Section [dwg.]
02
Program Diagram [dwg.]
03
Drafting Floor Plan [dwg.]



Statement
Galapagos, Ecuador Proposal 
2023 Competition Awarded & partnered with 
NovaSpazio

During my internship, I actively collaborate with 
various stakeholders in a multifaceted project 
for a client’s government candidacy campaign,
encompassing the design development phases of 
affordable living homes and a healthcare hos-
pital. By addressing the specific challenges and 
opportunities presented by the Galapagos land-
scape, the project aims to provide not just shel-
ter but a thoughtful integration of living spaces 
and a healthcare facility that resonate with the 
cultural and environmental context of the region.

Professional Work
Affordable Housing 
& Healthcare Facility

A M Y  V E L E Z ,  B .  A RC H

04
CO N C E P T  T O  R E A L I T Y

01_02_03_04

A D E Q UAT E  F O R  M E

Firm

NovoSpazio Architects

Architect

Elizabeth Betancourt, Juan Zumarraga

Site

Galapagos Islands, Ecuador

Year

Winter 2022

Software

Rhino3D, Revit, Sketchup, Lumion, Photoshop, 

AutoCAD

Recognition

Website Portfolio Links 
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LEGEND
01
Healthcare Facility - 3D Model / Signage / Materiality / Drafting
02
Affordable Home - 3D Model / Materiality / Drafting


